affected with palpitation of the heart of several years' standing: the pulsation is very irregular and intermitting ; it is not confined to the natural situation between the sixth and seventh ribs, but The motion of the heart is sometimes, though rarely, regular, and corresponds with the pulse ; but on the slightest motion it becomes in a moment irregular, and the pulse also varies from its previous correspondence with the pulsation of the heart. It becomes unusually quick, without necessarily becoming irregular; or when it does become irregular, its irregularity is different from that of the heart. The breathing becomes more affected, in proportion to the disturbance of the activity of the heart, and there is often a threatening of suffocation. Farther, these symptoms are accompanied with paleness and blueness of the countenance and of other parts; frequent bleeding from the nose, startings in the sleep, and fainting fits.
In many cases we observe a whizzing of the heart, such as always takes place when the blood passes through a narrow aperture; but this appears more especially to take place when, in consequence of the imperfect closure of the opening of the heart, a part of the wave of the blood is driven back through it.
In contractions of the apertures of the heart, we find almost all the marks of other affections of the heart conjoined ; they gradually supervene, such as oedematous swellings of the extremities : all the symptoms increase in the progress of the complaint, especially the want of correspondence of the beating of the heart with the pulse at the wrist, and the ir- 
